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“The moon doesn't consider one phase better than another.
She just glows, equally stunning at each vicissitude. 

Why should we be any different?"



But we made it .  We made it  through with

strength that we didn’t know we had. We

got back up after every blow, ready to

face the next one- equipped with smiles

on our faces and sanitisers in our pockets.

We looked at the positives at every turn,

we found the si lver l ining on even the

darkest of clouds.  We made it  through

this,  and we’l l  make it  through whatever

is to come.

We have seen some incredible medical

miracles appear from this calamity.

Vaccines which normally take years to

develop were f inalised in a year,  hospitals

created whole new wings for treatment,

and our frontline workers battled this

with unparalleled courage and

determination.  And all  this is  a testimony

to our resil ience.  Just as valueless coal

transmutes into precious diamonds under

immense pressure,  so too do we discover

hidden depths of strength within us to

conquer adverse situations,  no matter

how diff icult they may be.

And it 's  not just professionals who rally in

times of trouble -  courage is not

restricted to adults.  All  of  us students too

have stepped up to the plate.  From our

teachers tell ing us "Stop talking!"  to our

teachers asking us to please,  please

unmute,  l i fe has changed - dramatically ,

drastically and undeniably.  We've had to

adjust to online assignments,  homework 

in PPTs,  and much more.  Worst of all ,

we've had to adjust to never being able

to see our teachers and our fr iends

without an interception by technology.

This was the stuff  of science f iction not

even three years ago,  and today it 's  our

reality.  Sti l l ,  we've made it  through -

we've found new ways of connecting,  and

we've adjusted to the sudden onslaught

of PDFs,  PPTs,  and other acronyms

intruding into our school l i fe.

The phases of the moon seem to

resemble our l ives at the moment.  The

moon waxes,  it  wanes.  Sometimes it ’s  a

bril l iant orb,  sometimes it ’s  nothing at

all .  You can’t control which phase it ’s  in-

you just enjoy it .

 We, the editors,  think l i fe is  l ike that

sometimes.  It  can be frustrating not

being in control ,  not being able to f ix it .

All  we can do is enjoy it ,  whatever phase

we’re in.  It  comes down to the l ittle

things -  things l ike playing cards with

our families,  cooking a new dish

together,  laughing on a video call .  We

think those are the moments that matter

the most -  the memories we’l l  revisit

twenty years down the l ine,  the

memories we didn’t even realise we were

making at the time.

Life is  hard sometimes.  It ’s  exasperating.

It  makes you want to pull  your hair  out.

Dear reader,  we hope that whenever you

feel l ike this ,  you will  read our issue,  and

you will  f ind some peace of mind -  some

calm during the chaos.

Happy reading!
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Man, we’ve seen it all this year. Masks,
sanitation, virtual learning- what haven’t we
been through?
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“OFFSIDE! !  OFFSIDE! ! ”  Exhilarated, we cried
out with our fr iends,  and the stadium
reverberated with our chants.  
Then came an unprecedented scenario which
left the stands of the most watched sport in
the world empty.  This global reboot altered
the game dynamics drastically and has in fact
had a positive impact.   
The f inancial  recession compelled every club
to adopt various cost cutting methods.  This
may seem like a downside,  but in fact it
brought down the exorbitant transfer fees to
rational heights.  Football  clubs were
compelled to spend wisely.  
The f inancing issues also facil itated the
development of the youth players.  Coaches
resorted to these players who broadcasted
their talent globally and inspired many
children to pursue their goals to score goals.  
The sponsors had to rethink their
advertisement strategies to provide a more
principled essence to their products and
ideas.  Political  Movements l ike Black Lives
Matter and Greenpeace were given the
spotlight.  
Football  developed for the better in a diverse
manner. The 6-letter word - corona, 

Packaged and crowned in spikes -  
Changed the world drastically. 
Stalled life completely, 
Boundaries of days and weeks
blurred. 
 
It took another 6 letters to heal, 
Sharing pain, chores, spending time
together, 
Proving that our strength lies in
each other 
Revealed new facets of the ménage 
It took a pandemic to value -
Family.  

The Laws of the Game
SURAJ THOTAPALLY, 11A

Six Letters
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SAMPADA GUHA, 11B

N O T  A L L  G R A P E S  A R E  S O U R
ADITI ABBURU, 11B

I T ' S  A L L  A  B L U R . . .  
MEDHA GIRISH, 11B



Have you ever tossed a coin into a
fountain? You know, to make a wish? I
have.  More times than I  can count.  I
always seemed to believe in the magic
of a fountain to grant me my wish.  Coin
by coin I  kept tossing them into various
fountains.  Looking back,  I  must have
lost so much money that way.  But
what’s in losing spare change to achieve
a greater feat? -  is  what I  thought at
that time at least.  Eventually though, I
did stop tossing those coins.  I  was too
busy.  Preoccupied doing other things,
which actually yielded results .  I  grew as
a person, made some diff icult choices.
After all ,  isn’t  that l i fe? -  “To change
with the times and to change as an
individual . ”   
One day I  perchance stumbled upon a
fountain.  I  peered in at my reflection-
a whole new, different person. Maybe 
all  those coins I  tossed did pay off .  
 

“I see trees of green, red
roses too” 
VAISHNAVI A REDDY, 11C 

Patience unfolds like a delicate flower 
Some sleep through the night to see the sun 
Some wait for it to set when their day’s done 
Reap a beautiful outcome regardless of how
it begun 

It takes nine months to shelter a life 
Seasons, for trees to renew their leaves 
Decades for the deep-rooted oak to dive, 
A fortnight for a pretty daffodil to thrive. 
 
Locked inside the walls you grew up in, 
The beloved place you call home; 
Suddenly starts to feel like a prison 
It feels as though you’re suffering alone 
 
Patience, the one word, keeps us going 
We find subconscious comfort in the
uncertain 
A dim light despite the hollow gloaming 
A gentle glint through the drapes of a
curtain 
 
Every passing second reminds us to breathe; 
To embrace the present, for this isn’t eternal 
It reminds us to be true, to straighten the
crease 
To learn from days gone and look forward to
ease.
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ANUSHKA THAKUR, 11A

The Essence of
Patience

W H A T  I F  I  F A L L !
SUNAINA, 11  C

A  M O N U M E N T  T O  L A S T  A  T H O U S A N D  Y E A R S
ALANKRITA MALAVIYA, 11  A



We were all  so busy,  so involved in ourselves.  Living
in our own l ittle bubbles,  completely disconnected
from the outside world.
And then It  arrived.
It  took the entire world by surprise.  It  sneaked in
silently -  hardly anyone realised.
And all  of  a sudden, before we even had time to
process,  the world was caught in a frenzy of
sanitation and masks and distancing and what not.
The metaphorical bubbles we l ived in suddenly
became literal .  We were trapped in our homes.
Oddly enough, l iving in l iteral  bubbles seemed to
pop our metaphorical ones.  The wall  of  self-
centeredness that had separated us from the
outside world had broken.
We began to change.
We checked in on each other.  We reconnected with
old friends.  We started thinking about l ives outside
of our own. We finally began to change, and it  took
a global pandemic to make it  happen. We finally
stopped getting caught up in a f lurry of tasks and
progress and reaching the top,  and took a minute to
appreciate how much we had grown.

Change is scary,  overwhelmingly so,  but it  doesn’t
always mean something terrible,  and this change
that came over all  of  us as human beings,  despite
everything else that’s going on 
right now, is  something to be truly 
grateful for .

5

L I G H T E N  T H E  D A R K N E S S
SURABHI T,  11B

Popping the Bubble
MEDHA GIRISH, 11B

In the l ight of the troubles
We face today,  
To keep all  our woes at bay,  
These days feel dull  and
long. 
As students,  we need to
stand strong. 
 
Share your smiles,  kindness
and love,  
This is  no time to be mean,
push and shove.  
A strong mind and loads of
positivity,  
Will  ensure wholesome
health and longevity.  
 
It  is  t ime to summon your
thunder,  
And make this world a place
of overdue wonder.  
For,  "a bird does not sing
because it  has an answer,  
It  sings because it  has a
song".  

We Have a Song
GOKUL R,  11A

Y O U  A R E  M O R E  T H A N  W H A T
Y O U  H A V E  B E C O M E

ANANYA NARAYANAN, 11  A
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ARUNDHATI SATYAM, 11  B

This is  war.  I  roll  up my sleeves and

adjust the unruly rubber glove on my

hand. Armed with double-stacked N95

masks and a 100ml Dettol sanitizer,  I

brace to enter the world outside

through my front door.  The house has

run out of bananas.  

I  press the l i ft  button with my

knuckles and wait .  I  greet Uncle from

the 9th floor who's going down for his

daily walk.  The l i ft ’s  descent of two

floors passes with si lence,  and

suddenly I  hear a raspy,  guttural

croak.  Time stands sti l l .  There’s no

doubt about it  — it  was a cough. 

I  look at Uncle who is sheepishly

staring at the l i ft  doors.  Panic strikes

and I  hold my breath.  My lungs plead

for oxygen as I  watch the floors go by.

The doors sl ide open and without

saying goodbye I  scramble to f ind

open space.

That was a close call .  I  rapidly douse

my hands with several pumps of

Dettol sanitiser .  

I  greet Madhu aunty inside the

campus store with an exaggerated

eyebrow raise and squint my eyes.  She

greets me back with a concerned

crinkle of her eyebrow and asks if  I ’m

doing okay.  I  reply in the affirmative

and she relaxes her eyebrow with a

sigh. 

“You kids aren’t  getting enough

sunlight.  This is  the reason for your

stress” .  Taken aback,  I  deny her claims.

She squints in satisfaction at her

diagnosis and proceeds to lecture me

on techniques to relieve stress.  She

hands me a bundle of spinach and,

“Here,  this will  cure you!” .  I  realise

after coming back home that I  did not

get those bananas.

Going Bananas

Sometimes change comes creeping 

On alien feet,  touching your l i fe 

Til l  you wake up and can’t recognise 

The person you used to be.  

 

Little things become unattainable,  

Things you took for granted,  

Tiny pieces of freedom you didn’t realise  

You gloried in owning. 

 

But always,  always when change comes 

It  brings with it  magic of a different sort ,  

The wonder of adaptabil ity ,  your new 

definition,  making a new normal.  

 

You learn to rise from the ashes of your past;   

to create a brave new world.   

And some things are always free.   

Laughter will  r ise unbidden,   

And there’s no embargo on thought.  

 

Sometimes change isn’t  positive;  but there’s a

positive  

In every change, i f  only you can find it .  

Brave New World 
RIDDHI CHATTERJEE ,  11A

B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R
KRITI POTTI,  11  A



For several decades,  society has had
a common misconception that STEM
(science,  technology,  engineering,
and math) related career paths
require a male mind. People have
assumed that it  requires more
systematic study than that possible
by females.  Since fewer women
study and work in STEM, these f ields
tend to become male-dominated
communities which are not
supportive of women and other
minorities.  
However,  this has changed over time
and is continuously changing with
more and more individuals
becoming socially aware.  One of the
many stories that exemplif ies this
statement is  about an all-women
pilot team from Air India,  who flew
over the North Pole on the world’s
longest air  route from San Francisco
to Bengaluru on January 9th 2021,
covering a distance of about 16,000
kilometers.  They made history by
becoming the f irst team of women
pilots to have flown over the North
Pole.  Another example was when
the Mars Orbiter Mission of ISRO,
launched on November 5th 2013,
consisted a team of 500 scientists of
which at least 27 percent were
women. This percentage may seem
small  but it  is  a huge change in the
department of science.   
Although our societies may not view
women as equals when compared to
men, we must have the courage and
grit  to facil itate change. Women are
just as capable as men in the STEM
field and deserve the opportunity to
stand side-by-side with the rest of
the world.  As quoted by Barbara
McClintock,  a  
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RUHI CHIPRE, 11D

Do Career Choices have Gender?

T H E  E V E R - C H A N G I N G  W O R L D
AARSHI ADAK, 11  D

cytogeneticist and the winner of the 1983
Nobel Prize in Physiology- " If  you know you
are on the right track,  i f  you have this inner
knowledge, then nobody can turn you off . . .
no matter what they say."

L O O K I N G  B E Y O N D  T H E  R E F L E C T I O N
RISHIKA DAS, 11B



Over the last few decades,
technological progress had been
dwindling.  We started the
millennium with mobile operating
systems, a breakthrough, but
barely anything has changed.
Twenty years ago,  we were using
iPhones,  and now, we use. . .
iPhones.  It  appeared as though we
had made incredible progress -
Twitter ,  YouTube, Electric cars -
yet what have we made as
revolutionary as the wheel or even
Communism? However,  just when
it seemed like humanity was going
to reach its inadequate
technological equil ibrium, an
unprecedented event struck us
hard.  Suddenly,  resourceful people
everywhere promulgated
numerous previously overlooked
innovations -  videoconferencing,
Vaccine X,  digital  currency and
medical AI .  Industrial  and
employee productivity went to an
all-time high;  schools adopted
hybrid teaching patterns.  
The human saga has been that of
constant evolution.  Humanity,
which had been stagnating for
more than a decade about the
same place,  was forced to take the
next step,  possibly setting in
motion a chain of events that
would influence human behaviour
hereon. Humanity didn't  need to
take the plunge new world.   into
the new digital  age:  it  was pushed
in.  When the world recovers from
this pandemic,  it  wil l  be changed.
It  wil l  be our brave new world.                                                                                            
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The Human Saga Continues...
 ARYAN DIXIT,  11  B

F I S H  F O R  T H O U G H T
DIYA PRAKASH, 11  A

T H E  E A R T H  L A U G H S  I N  F L O W E R S
PRAYASHA NANDA, 11  A



We never thought we’d miss the morning rush;  getting up at 6:00 in the
morning,  hasti ly dressing for school,  sitting half-asleep in the bus….  But now
those are things of the past.  This global pandemic has completely changed the
way we, as students,  view the world –  but perhaps not for the worse.
We are the future.  So,  when this situation escalated,  there were many fears that
our education would be compromised, and that the future would remain
uncertain.  But this has not happened.  By adapting to the new normal,  we were
able to keep up to the pace of learning required from us,  through various online
platforms which include Microsoft Teams, Zoom and even Google Meet.  This is
so fantastic it  seems l ike the stuff  of science f iction.  Learning from a screen,
unregulated, would’ve only been a dream to many.  But now, that’s everyone’s
reality.
It ’s  true that we can’t  interact with our fr iends,  go out and play during PE
periods or attend our morning assemblies.  However,  one has to believe that
every story has a si lver l ining.  Not many people are born being optimistic.  But
we can always choose to see the world through the eyes of an optimist .
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Through The Eyes of An Optimist
 SURABHI THOTAPALLY, 11  B

L E A S T  S E E N ,  M O S T
W O N D E R F U L  
ARCHISMAN SEN, 11  A

I T  S T A R T S  W I T H  Y O U .  
SHUBHRA NARSAPUR, 11  A 



Grade 10
Resonating Rhetorics

2nd July- Investiture

Ceremony

June Initiatives 

9

Model United Nations

Grade 9

Events in July 

23RD JULY- INCEPTRA


