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 'Bittersweet October. The mellow, messy, leaf-kicking perfect pause
between the opposing miseries of summer and winter.'

 A month like October, which offers a cornucopia of options, gave us a
hard time choosing a non conventional topic. From Halloween to
Dussehra, from winter feels to autumn blues, October had it all! 

Intrigued by the diversity of the entries we received, we stumbled upon
the many faces of October. While we might not have been able to give

you all the myriad emotions October has to offer, we have tried our best to
capture the essence of  what truly makes October, October- Fall. 

The ride was a bumpy one but after a lot of perseverance, deliberation and
debate, we students of Grade 8 present to you: ‘Falling into Fall’.



 We sat through it everyday 
with never a moment to spare

Always working, knowing deep down 
this was not a load we could bear

 
But with the change in the wind's pace 

When we found ourselves alone
We were allowed to drop this facade
Finally, realising this price we paid

 
Investing time where it belonged

With a pen and paper in hand
We wrote to ourselves 
Promising to take care

 
To reflect and to talk

When the sky was a little darker
To try new things and move on

To be yet reborn
 

The path is not straight
Nor is it smooth

But it is one we must take
To conquer our perils 

 And for the newer, happier 
memories we must make

                 
 -Anaika Narula, 8C

October Nostalgia  

Legend has it that Stingy Jack, a prankster invited the
devil to have a drink with him. However, Jack didn't

want to pay for the drink, so he convinced the devil to
turn himself into a coin. Instead of buying the drink, he
pocketed the coin and kept it close to a silver cross in his

house, preventing the devil from taking shape again.
He promised to let the devil go as long as he would leave

Jack alone for a year and that if Jack died, the devil
wouldn't claim his soul.

When Jack died, God didn't want such a conniving
person in heaven and the devil, true to his word would

not allow him into hell.
Jack was sent off into the night with only a burning coal
to light his path. He placed the coal inside a carved-out

turnip and has been roaming the earth ever since.
People in Ireland and Scotland began creating their own
creations of Jack's lanterns out of turnips, beetroots and

potatoes. The tradition traveled to the United States along
with the immigrants and people began to use pumpkins
which were native to North America, for the lanterns

instead.
-Anshuman S Kesavan, 8C

A LOOK INSIDETHE LEGEND OF THE JACK O’LANTERN

-Riya Shivram, 8C



The second of October marks the day a great man who revolutionized Indian history was born. The
second of October marks the birth of one of the greatest leader of India. The second of October marks
the rise of the father of our nation. The second of October marks the day the hope of freedom was
born. The second of October marks the day Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born.

THE MAN WHO REVOLUTIONISED INDIAN HISTORY 

Gandhi was born in the historical city of Porbhandhar in
Gujarat. His father was the chief minister of the state at
the time. Gandhi dropped out of college in India and set
out to study law in London. His feeling for nationalism
and freedom emerged when he was in South Africa
practising law. There he realized how people of different
skin colours were treated. The whites were considered
superior to the blacks, and were discriminated, as the
thoughts of the whites at the time were prejudiced. He
was not allowed to sit near Europeans on a train, whereas
he had to sit on the floor next to the driver. Indians in
South Africa were not allowed to walk on public
footpaths and when Gandhi did so he was expelled out
into the streets by a police officer. 

These incidents pushed and motivated Gandhi to take
action against this wrong doing. He returned back to his
homeland where he took the leadership of The National
Congress with the help of Gopal Krishna Gokhale.

For the next 32 years he tried to vanquish the British from India with a series of non-violent
movements like the Satyagraha movement, Non-Cooperation movement, Quit India movement etc.
Finally, after more than 200 years, India won over its independence from the British. 

Gandhi was considered the father of the nation who had unshackled India from the iron grip of
British rule. He arose the feeling of unity among the Indians and led their freedom struggle.
Even to this day Gandhi is remembered as the man who revolutionized India’s fight for
independence. To commemorate him every year on the 2nd of October, the world
celebrates the International Day of Non-Violence and Indians celebrate Gandhi Jayanti, for 
he is a man who will never be forgotten!
                                                                                                             -Khushi Rai, 8C

-Manvi Poddar, 8C

Reminiscing over Coffee



Fun-tastic!

HELP LORD HANUMAN FIND
 A PATH TO 

LANKA 

-Aryan Gupta, 8C

White chocolate 
Dark chocolate 
Oreos

Fork 
Piping bag with a small round tip
Microwaveable bowls 

Melt the dark chocolate in one of the bowls.
Stick a fork in between an Oreo and dip it in the dark chocolate
until its completely covered. 
Leave it in the fridge to harden. 
Melt some white chocolate and fill the piping bag with it. 
After the Oreos are completely set, use the piping bag to pipe
cobwebs.
 Enjoy!

Ingredients:

Equipment:

Method: 

                                                         -Irene S Mathew, 8C

SPIDER WEB OREOS



Fright Night

Halloween is a holiday celebrated every year on
October 31st. This year’s Halloween 2021 will

occur on Sunday. This tradition originated with
the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain when people
would wear costumes and light several bonfires to

ward off the ghosts. Pope Gregory III, In the
eighth century, designated November 1 as a time

to honour all saints. Very soon, All Saints Day
established some of the traditions of Samhain. The
evening before this event was known as the ‘All
Hallows Eve’, and later Halloween. Over time,

Halloween evolved into a day of several activities
like trick-or-treating, carving jack-o-lanterns,
gathering for festivities, wearing costumes and

eating treats. Halloween has 2 main influences:-
Christian influence and Gaelic influence.

 
Christain influence:

Several of the modern-day practices of Halloween
and even its name were influenced by Christianity.
Halloween coincides with Christian celebrations

honouring the dead. In the season of autumn,
Christians celebrate All Saints' Day – a day to

honour martyrs who died for their faith and saints.
 

Gaelic influence:
The current Halloween customs are thought to

have been influenced by folk customs 
and beliefs from the Celtic-speaking 
countries like Scotland, Wales etc, 

some of which are considered to have 
pagan roots.  

 

GHOULS' NIGHT OUT

- R. Hamsini 8B

Dusshera was the day Ravan lost the battle,
Emerging victorious, back to Ayodhya Ram

traveled.
The battlefield was a gory sight,

But was what Ram did right?
People were hurt, dead, wounded and betrayed,

In the end of it Ravan was slayed.
Ram won the war,

But what was it all for?
Millions of people lost their lives,

Shot down by arrows or pierced by knives.
Was this good over evil even a victory?
So many harmed, everywhere misery.

Was saving Sita worth the fight?
Well, that’s for you to decide…

WAS IT WORTH IT?

-Maitri Bhatia, 8A

-Harsheeth, Dev 8B 



 Why don’t mummies take time off?
Ans. They’re afraid to unwind

 
 What do skeletons order at a restaurant?

Ans. Spare ribs
 

What's a pumpkin's favourite genre? 
Ans. Pulp fiction

 
What kind of music do mummies like

listening to on Halloween?
Ans. Wrap music

 
What's a ghost's favorite dessert?

Ans. I-Scream !
 

What’s the best thing to put into a
pumpkin pie?

Ans. Your Teeth

FIND 17 WORDS RELATED TO FOOD

-Sujan L, 8B

1. Where was Gandhi Ji born?
(a) Porbandar
(b) Rajkot
(c) Ahmedabad
(d) Delhi

2. Who was the political guru of Mahatma Gandhi ji?
(a) Ravindra Nath Tagore
(b) Swami Vivekananda
(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(d) None of the above

3. On which day of March 1930, the famous Dandi March
launched by the Gandhi ji?
(a) Tenth
(b) Thirteenth 
(c) Twelfth
(d) Eleventh

4. Who was given the slogan 'Do or die'?
(a) Subhash Chandra Bose
(b) Bipin Chandra Pal
(c) Sarojini Naidu
(d) None of these

5. At which place was Gandhiji arrested for the first
time by the British Government for sedition?
(a) Bombay
(b) Pune
(c) Calcutta
(d) Ahmedabad

-Harini Candadai, 8A

QUIZ ON MAHATMA GANDHI 

Fall Frolics

- Avika Verma 8B



 The divine scar that was the purple lightning has
trembled against the background of this wretched
house as we were first walking in. My mom and I were
drenched in the rain but my mom seemed rather calm
and pleased about the situation and looked around the
ominous house with pronounced gusto. 
"Looks great, doesn't it?" My mom uttered, as she
flickered on the lights.
The lights were dim, barely covering the whole house.
I glanced around at the spacious yet shadowy room I
was in. It was boarded and there was no furniture. The
further you walked, the darker it got.  Then I stumbled
upon another disturbance; almost every wall and
ceiling of the whole perimeter was besieged with silver
mirrors. 

A Fang-Tastic Night

 

We were surrounded by a silvery host of reflections throughout the whole house, and they seemed
slightly strange when the house wasn't lit up to completion. I walked through the lonely corridor
of the ghastly perturbing house and arrived upon the sight of another room with mirrors. This one
was slightly smaller than the last one but it hosted an absolute  absence of light and introduced a
grand magnificent window. It was as big and clear as God's eye and through its transparent vista, I
saw the quaking purple storm that bellowed across the night.

We were moving to a new city, Oregon was getting kind of dull and mom had just found a new job and
house in Washington. This particular house was just outside of Spokane and it stood on top of a craggy
forested cliff. I remember the pronounced trepidation I felt when I first witnessed the imposing sable house.
Its guise was disfigured, gloomy, hollow and torn off its light. 
Its construction ebbed dangerously.
It was pouring with rain outside and thundering with a certain magnificence. It was the thunderstorm to
top of all primeval thunderstorms and yet mystically enough, the glassy moon still shone upon us. 

The mirrors in this room were designed in an abstract maze-like form and paired with the
maddening thunderstorm outside, it created an austere aura of eeriness. Every corner I turned in
the labyrinth of mirrors, I saw a rather overly dimensional and contorted shadowy reflection of
myself. And then through the black, I saw a pair of ruby eyes look at me until I heard a voice
say "It's your first night here, how about we make it your last too?" 
I let out a cry of hope as I realised I may never see the light of 
day~ "Goodbye mere mortal" were the last 
words I heard before everything went blank .

-Vrinda Tripathi 8B

- Anaga Anil, 8B

MIRRORS



Dasara is one of the major festivals of India. It symbolizes the triumph
of good over evil. Dasara is celebrated in different ways in various
parts of our country. 
In the southern states of India, the celebrations range from
worshipping Goddess Durga and lighting up temples to displaying
gollu, or colourful dolls in homes. In Karnataka, the city of Mysore
has traditionally been the focal point for Dasara celebrations with
most of the city, including the Mysore palace, beautifully lit up. As
the legend goes, Goddess Chamundeshwari had slain the buffalo-
headed demon, Mahishasura, who used to terrorize the people. 
The highlight of the celebrations is the Jamboo Savari or the
procession of the idol of Goddess Chamundeshwari, seated on a
golden howdah on an elephant. Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of
knowledge, is also worshipped during this festival.
In the northern states, the festival is called Dussehra. It marks the
triumph of Rama, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, over the 10-headed
demon king Ravana, who abducted Rama’s wife, Sita. Ram Lilas are
organised in several public places. These are theatrical enactments of
the life story of Rama. On Dussehra, giant effigies of Ravana along
with his brother, Kumbhakarna and son, Meghnad are burnt down
with fireworks.
Durga Puja is celebrated by the Eastern and North-eastern states. It
celebrates the victory of Goddess Durga over the demon,
Mahishasura. The other gods worshipped along with Goddess Durga
are Goddess Lakshmi, Goddess Saraswati, Lord Ganesha and Lord
Kartikeya. Durga pandals are organised in different public places
where the clay statues of the gods are worshipped. At the end of the
festival, the statues are taken in colourful processions to a river or sea
for a solemn goodbye.
In Gujarat, both Goddess Durga and Rama are worshipped for 9 days
and it is called Navarathri. The festivities also take place through the
night and people participate in a local dance called Dandiya Raas,
where they dance with decorated sticks or dandiyas. Also, people
dressed in colourful attire, perform the Garba, a traditional dance.
This dance is performed in circles around a centrally lit lamp or a
picture of the Goddess.
Though Dasara is celebrated in different parts of the country in
myriad ways, the essence of the festival is captured by everyone, that
is, good prevailing over evil.

DASARA: THE TRIUMPH OF GOOD OVER EVIL
This event so dear

Comes Once a year
This year it dawned in

October
Durga Puja, on 11th

morning clear.
 

The Goddess comes with
her kids

To her mom’s home on
earth - radiant

With cheer and reverence
People pray to her every

moment.
 

She is the Creator of all
Destructor of Evil

Navratri or Dussehra and
Durga Puja in Bengal.

 
The Revered mother

The Protector - the bright
star

She brings happiness and
glory

She is our preserver.
 

In our times of tests
We quest and at your

behest,
We get blessed!

 
   -Srijon Sarkar, 8D

DURGA PUJA

 -Stuthi S Puthran, 8D

Dussehra Zeal



-Kushi Padmanabha 8D

The month - when it starts getting cold,
When the leaves start changing to red or gold.
It starts with a day for the father of our nation,
Ending with trick or treating and Halloween

celebration!
The festival of nine nights with goddess Durga

here,
With the lights of Dussehra spread everywhere.
The kids running around during their vacation,

Gifts and greetings, sweets and fair
Festivals gather all of us and we show how much

we care.
October, being a month where we travel 

to many places,
We all have fun with a smile on our 

faces.

THE CURSED DAY
 

It’s October 31st - the day that is cursed,
Here’s an introduction if this is your first!

It’s called ‘Halloween’, a spooky name indeed,
For it is the day when evil is freed

 
There’s werewolves and foxes with big red eyes,

In the darkness, a hungry monster lies
Little children scream and shout in fear

As blood-sucking vampires begin to come near.
 

Ghosts float around, draped in white,
And believe me, it really is a scary sight

To see all doors closed and windows shut
To keep headless skeletons out of the hut

 
But beware! These are not the most frightening

things
That this special day always brings

For you will turn as white as a sheet
When small kids in costumes scream ‘TRICK OR

TREAT!’
 -Megha Bhat, 8D

 -Nimisha Srivastava, 8D

OCTOBER

All Hallow’s Eve

- Sumaira Shantanu, 8D



WORLD FOOD DAY
 
“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well- if
one hasn’t dined well.” Virginia Wolf’s words hold
true, especially when the clock strikes four o'clock
and our tummy aches for some tea-time snacks. It’s
no secret- everyone loves food. This everyday
necessity, if not always, often brings a radiant smile
as the aromatic scent kicks in and has us left with
our mouth watering. Be it sweet, sour, salty,
umami or even bitter- each dish holds a special
place in our hearts.

Every year, we celebrate World Food Day to
appreciate the amazing food we eat, but also to
tackle world hunger. This day is celebrated on
October 16, which marks the creation of FAO
[Food and Agriculture Organization] in 1945.

On this occasion, the authorities come up with a
new theme for World Food Day. Every year
revolving around agriculture, investment will
increase to ensure a higher production of food
products. While last year, the theme was 'Grow,
nourish, sustain. Together. Our actions are our
future'. The theme this year is 'Safe food now for a
healthy tomorrow'.

One of the best ways to celebrate World Food Day
is by giving food to people who need it the most.
If you do a quick search online, you should be able
to find the food bank closest to your house. Most
food banks accept food or money. So, let's join
hands and do our bit.

                    - Christie Ann Swaroop, 8D

-Ishita Rajan, 8C 

Food Fiesta

- Manya Singh, 8B 



On 21st October 2021, India achieved a breakthrough feat;
something which was deemed impossible before – 1 billion
doses of the covid-19 vaccine had been administered across
the country. This is a sensational achievement! Considering
previous immunisation campaigns and their sluggish speed,
along with the fact that Indian vaccines have, by far,
dominated the campaign, it is truly remarkable! India has now
become a vaccine hub and Vaccine Maitri has benefited many
developing countries, such as Bangladesh and Bhutan, by
bringing these life-saving injections to the developing
countries! Yet, we should not forget that it was not a
cakewalk; the entire campaign has faced numerous hurdles.
Our population is roughly 1.4 billion and there is a long way
for us to go. For this campaign to continue scripting history,
we must follow this mantra – one step at a time.
It's now believed that we may be able to avert a 3rd wave of
covid-19 in India – all the credit goes to vaccination. Yet, it’s
not right for us to believe that we’ve completely defeated the
virus and we can return to our pre-pandemic lives. About
20% of the population has only got its second dose! This could
lead to a disaster, considering that immunity may wane away
if second doses aren’t given according to schedule. Another
reason to worry – the speed of the campaign is now
stagnating. People are no longer willing to get their second
doses at all! 40% of our population is ineligible for vaccination
– our own children! So, where are we, as a nation, in our
fight?
May ask – as citizens, what do we do? Take your doses as
early as possible, encourage people to be vaccinated and most
importantly, don’t believe any fake news. During the second
wave, politicians influenced several citizens to ask the
government to provide vaccines to everyone. We must
understand that vaccinating everyone is a mammoth
undertaking, and we need to go step by step. Let’s hope that
nobody, including you ever thinks that vaccinating the
second-most populous nation is cakewalk!

ON A PATH TO A BETTER INDIA

A Step Forward  

- Aarush Pandey, 8A

-Shruthi Jairam, 8A

-Anjali Arun, 8A
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Upcoming  Events
Karnataka Rajyotsava Day, 
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Gandhi Jayanti Celebration
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